Dear Mr Deimos
 

The proposed new rule requiring motorcycles to, in every instance, move into a different lane to overtake another vehicle would, in my view, do nothing to enhance the safety of motorcyclists or other road users.  I suspect that the vast majority of motorcyclists would not object to a ban on overtaking moving vehicles without moving into a separate lane.  The risks inherent in this activity are obvious.  However, the practice of filtering through stationary traffic is a different matter altogether and this needs to be recognised.  The proposed new rule is clearly, by admission in the RIS, an attempt to impose the same rules on motorcyclists as apply to all other road users.  Whilst superficially appealing, this logic fails to recognise that motorcycles are, in fact, different to cars, and that the reality of road use for motorcyclists is vastly different to that of motorists.  
 

As other motorcyclists have pointed out in response to this proposed new rule, one of the greatest dangers to motorcyclists are cars, which can (and often do) change lanes without warning or due care.  Filtering through stationary traffic, when carried out in a careful and responsible manner - and this is certainly possible - offers a vital way for motorcyclists to get clear of surrounding traffic and create a safety buffer zone around themselves.  I've ridden on a daily basis for some 10 years now and have lane filtered without incident all that time.  I am always conscious that, when doing so, there is a need to maintain a safe speed (first gear, walking pace) and to cover the brakes at all times because pedestrians frequently stroll nonchalantly through stationary traffic without looking for motorcycles (or cyclists for that matter).  When carried out in this manner, lane filtering is, I believe, a perfectly acceptable practice.  
 

I think the point should also be made, that there is, I believe, a high level of acceptance amongst other road users of the practice of lane filtering.  I often find that, in cases where two cars are so close together it's difficult to get through, drivers will happily turn the steering wheel to give you enough space to get through.  It's a good example of cooperation between motorcyclists and drivers and, so rare, a level of mutual understanding.  I don't expect drivers to move out of my way but I'm grateful when they do and always make that known.  One of the main reasons cited for bringing in this new law is that it is in alignment with community expectations.  No evidence if offered to support this assertion and I simply don't believe it's true.  As an aside, I find the language of the RIS in relation to the proposed new rule strange - 'cult belief'?  What does this mean?  In general terms, the document appears to have been created by someone who has driven cars all his or her life and regards motorcyclists as an alien and inherently irresponsible species that needs to be brought to heel.  The reality is much more complicated and I very much hope that sanity will prevail and that this proposed rule will not be introduced in its current form. 
 

As an alternative, perhaps specific rules can be formulated that would apply to lane filtering.  These could be worked out through discussions with motorcyclists, drivers and other road users.  These would ensure that the practice is carried out in a safe and responsible manner whilst also ensuring that it is available to those motorcyclists who wish to undertake it. Police could be given a discretion to issue an infringement notice in cases where they reasonably believe the practice has been carried out in an unsafe manner.  I appreciate that this would be more complicated and (probably) costly than simply banning the practice but it is the vastly superior approach in terms of achieving practical safety outcomes for motorcyclists and car drivers.  
 

Thanks for the opportunity to comment. 
 

 

Matt Considine
